
 

 
 
DRAFT Minutes  OF ZOOM MEETING on 2/10/2020 - TO BE ADOPTED 
NYC Museum School  
School Leadership Team Meeting  
Wednesday 10/2/2021, 5pm  

Team Attendance on 6/1/2021:  
Mandatory Members  
√ Daisy Fontanez, Principal AssignedLaura Hindelong (invited) 

√ Ramona Abraham, UFT Chapter Leader  

√ Julia Haselmayer, PTA Co-President  

Elected Members:  

√ Keyon Armstead  

√ Stacy Bess  

√ David Cardenas  

√ John LaLena  

√ Jamie Markovitz  

√ Alison Overholser  

√ Angela Skirianos  

Student Members:  

√ Jefferson Lantigua 

√ Jonathan Rosario  

Other Attendees:  

√ Joel Lowy 

√ Laura Hindelong 
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Call to Order  

Daisy Fontanez called the meeting to order at 5:02 

Adoption of minutes from January Meeting:  

Minutes from January 6th were adopted without correction. 

Cameras on Campaign- Guest speaker : Joel Lowy 

Cameras off has a negative impact on self esteem of students as well as on the mood of 
teachers as they are teaching to blind screens. It is accepted that some students have their valid 
reasons to not be on camera, however we would like to encourage them to have more time 
with camera on to reconnect with peers. 

School will survey key constituents in school, what they think. Questionnaires will be shared 
with SLT after the meeting. Based on feedback school will look into creating a campaign. 

Idea is not to create policy, but a shared understanding and motivation. 

Principal Chat 

Chats with the principal:  

Attendance: 9th grade - 19 parents attended, 10th grade 10, 11th grade 5 parents 

Items addressed:  

● Submission of late assignments and the policies in place about late assignments. 
● Feedback and concerns around  midterms: Many parents thought midterms were 

useful.  9th grade parents would like study strategies, tips on how to better study.  
● AP courses that are being offered for sophomores as well as the college now program 

that school offers. 
● Raise my grade university - if we do not have regent exams, finals should not be called 

finals. Parent consensus if they want to have kids exempt from final exams if students 
are above a certain grade. It has been presented to the cabinet, but conversation 
department leaders and grade level team leader staff is pending. 

● Study support, teach study techniques, can we help kids to learn how to study  
● Socio emotional learning (SEL): School is looking into how to create time and space for 

SEL support in EAL. 
● Advisories: How to get more kids to attend if it is not mandatory. 
● Upcoming Winter Break: School wants  kids to have a break and not have too many 

assignments over the break, so that everybody can relax 
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Equity Team update 

Doing well. Hard and tough conversation. Reading the book “Cultivating Genius.” So far 1 
chapter read. All the work team is doing is grounded in research. Exploring: How do we talk 
with at-risk students?  

More comprehensive update in March  

Club updates  -  Miss Skirianos  

Clubs:  

Currently 16 clubs up and running. All clubs have been relaunched to give more students the 
opportunity to join. Many clubs had more participants - for example, the fashion club, the 
music theory club and Social justice had more members in the last meetings.  

Branding work: 

Through the PTA school store has been expanded. Club logos have been designed by Mrs 
Skirianos. Logos were presented to students for feedback and the opportunity for students was 
opened up to design additional club logos for students.  

The first 16 logos will go on sale soon. T-shirts will be sold at cost to make them as accessible as 
possible. However they are still too expensive for many kids. Currently brainstorming ideas on 
how to  make them accessible to every student. Ideas in discussion are the option to sponsor a 
t-shirt, designated drop off times to lower prices, mark up other items to generate revenue to 
offset cost. 

 

High School and College Admission  

New admission Rubric has been presented (see appendix). 

 

PSAT and SAT:  

Free exams. But the drawback is that they will reach out to parents and they will do 
preparation. The PSAT will be online.  

 

Additional Questions:  

Why does the school not have a Parent Coordinator:  

Historical context: During the recession 2010, with budget cuts schools were allowed to cut the 
position and use the funds flexibally for all purposes. When Carmen Farina. became chancellor, 
all elementary and middle school had to reinstate Parent Coordinator. High school could keep 
the flexible Parent coordinator funding. High schools that switched back, went back to 
inflexible funding. Museum School decided to keep the flexible funding, which is substantially 
(more than 30%) higher, than inflexible funding. Museum School feels communication is going 
well and can better use the funds the way it is. 
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AP classes: Pre-Calculus.  Can this be offered? 

Precalculus and Calculus are very similar.  Many students in 9th grade start 
with algebra 1, then geometry, then algebra 1 and then AP calculus in the 4th year. The other 
route is  Geometry, Algebra 2, AP Statistics, AP Calculus. Precalculus was a placeholder for 
students that needed a 4th year of math that were not going in areas where Math is focus, so it 
was swapped out with financial cycle math, which  is more useful and decided not to hold 
anyone in Precalculus but move them straight in Calculus, if needed. 

Adjournment:  

Meeting adjourned at 5.55 pm. 

Next meeting: 

**Wednesday, March 10th @5pm 
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Appendix: 
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